
9th CONFERENCE OF THE SEECP PRESIDENTS OF PARLIAMENT
Beiéi, 14-15 June 2011

FINAL DECLARATION

\Vc. the Presidents of the Parliaments of the South-East Europe Cooperation Process
SEECP Participating States: Rank KRIVOK\PIC, Denis I3ECIROVIC. 1rajk

\ThLIA\OVSKI. Slavica DUKIC-DEj\\OV1C, Vice Presidents: Georgi PIRI\SKI,
eIjka \1i \( )VIC, Grigorios \I( )TIS, VIad PLAHOTNIEC, Vasja KIAVOR\,
Member of Parliament: ngel I ILVAR and Secretaries: Petru F ILIP and Sadettin KA1 K N
met in Be&i on 14 15 June 2(111,

I ogether iath the Special In trees: Mariana \TI ANOVA, Jeica MINK’ and Valentina
R DULO\ I(-CEPANOV1(,

Reaffirming our commitment to consistently work towards estahlishmg better deeper and
stronger inter-parliamentari relations arnng the SI .ECP Participating States in order to

continue to realize our common ideas that are the essence and basis of our overall
endeavnurs:

Having in mind that history of SEECP countries have been interwoven for centuries to the
same geopolitical region and sharing common historical and cultural heritage:

Conforming the efforts towards regional reconciliation with a specific emphasis on trilareral

consultation mechanisms and taking note of the crucial steps taken recently in the direction
of the prosecution of x ar crimes;

Emphasizing that regional organizations, such as South East Europe Cooperation Process,
should be considered and evaluated as an inseparable part of our joint efforts to be cry
oon, all together. a part of common European famili;

Bearing in mind that the I uropean Inregi anon pr c ss is one of the key forci r p iii x
r ties for most f the SI ECP nuntnc , which aw in ariou stae I El - acce’ i n and

that the u of E ur’pcan princer i tnt ti atmed at irregratmg all jts rrayns zyd all

Fli2hlighting 10 arr1ctla the u i1!innnes or the o -anrOe particinaflng In 1 I ( P, ‘ hf h
[I \iemher :uates. ‘n term n ffrinn and pr idanu all n rm f npp’vr
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Being fully aware that the best way to maintain the stability of the region is to encourage
and promote closer cooperation between the countries of the region, including a clear
perspectri e of EU membership;

Emphasizing the need for regional cooperation initiatives, especially in areas cuch as

economic de elopment, the fight against organized crime and corruption;

Having in mind that the countries in oh ed in the process of European integration are
making progress in the overall process of I l enlargement, as indicated in last Reports of the
I uropean Commission, that are giving us objecti e expectation that the process of

enlargement will continue to be regarded as one of key European polic;

Especially welcome the progress of the country that has completed the process of
negotiations with the EU as well as the progress of other EU candidates, potential
candidates and aspiring countries along the reform path as indicated in the last Reports of

the European Commission;

Expressing willingness to act in compliance with the Lisbon Treat, reinforced position of

parliaments, in the direction of the continuous strengthening of their capacities, as to be fully
prepared for the period after EU accession;

Being aware that new position of parliaments in the process of European Integration of
candidate and potential candidate countries xill bring new quality and legitimacy to the
overall process;

Having in mind that the further strengthening of inter parliamentary relations of the

SLECP participating states should lead to the establishment of the Parliamentary ssembh,
u hat xxas one of conclusions of the prei ious Conference, held in ntaly a;

Have declared as follows:
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criteria for El: membership as vell as to be the best promoters of the interests of these
countries in all relevant institutions of the (nion:

4. ll2 express our expectation that the visa liberalization process, which affirms one of
four key freedoms for the EL — free movement of persons, further be regarded as a major
value for the democratic development of the region:

5. We underline that, in order to achieve our common European goals, it is necessary
to reinforce the principle of regonal ownership among the SEECP countries;

6. We bear in mind that one of the main objectives of our mutual cooperation in this
framework must be our strong and unanimous endeavour for enlargement of EU;

7. We note that SEECP is one of important networks and means for achieving political
and economical stability in our part of Europe.

8. We express our expectation that the institutional relations among countries of the
SEECP shall be further intensified, referring to the positive experiences attained from the
parliamentary cooperation within the region:

9. We note that in the framework (.)f our overall regional cooperation specific
responsibility lies on parliaments, as bearers of legislative power in which sense it is

necessary to strengthen parliamentary diplomacy as an appropriate tool to realize our
common goals;

10. We emphasize that such new position of parliaments is in line with the new
institutional arrangements in the Lisbon Treaty which provide for an enhanced role of both,
the European and national parliaments, in shaping and defining the various EU policies;

1L We underline importance of the intention of the European Commission to include
parliamentary cooperation in the framework of the MuItiBeneficiarv IPA Working Group
on Public Administration and Governance. We believe that opening possibility for funding
the regional project on par.liamentary cooperation will foster systematic cooperation among
the pait’aments it m the region \\ e aot ‘ ith tupreciarlon dii. u e t the Region 11
( w r : 1 a 1 ni kta n n l prI i_n in bi. egi mu par,. ‘nc i

rnect, undcr the framework of Cetinje Parliamentary Porum:

12. We affirm the necessity of stronger pin icr vi. i-i oach by the parliaments as regards

all reievanr areas, that should result in estahishing various authentic regional Initlativer and

networks as close regional partners of the Si PC P Parljamentary dimension:



13. We point out that the Regional Cooperation Council RCC) has a special role in the

strengthening of the SEECP, including its parliamentary dimension. \t the same time.

underline that the parliaments have an important encouraging and control role regarding the

implementation of the government agreements and regional initiatives, such as the RCC:

14. We point out that the parliaments have a ke\ role in the promotion of the values of

the regional cooperation and at the same time make efforts to include the civil societ

15. We reiterate that the Memorandum of Lnderstanding on Interparliamentary

Cooperation in SEE, ratified by the Speakers of the Parliaments in Sofia, clearly determines

institutional frameworks, forms and structures of parliamentary cooperation, such as the

\nnual Conference of the SEICP Parliaments, the Conference of the European Integration

Parlianientarv Committees of the States participating in the Stabilization and \ssociation

Process (COSAP), the Cetinje Parliamentary Forum, etc. We emphasize that the Regional

Secretariat for Parliamentary Cooperation provides logistics support and that it is an

important focal point and information centre regarding the SLECP parliamentary dirnensa in

16. We note that we have given new impetus to this process, in terms of deepening

parliamentary and overall cooperation within this region. by proposing guidelines and

modalities for further development of SEECP Parliamentary dimension leading up to setting

up a Parliamentary :\ssemblv of SEECP;

17. We fully support the reinforcement of the work of SEECP Froika, having in mind

the complexity of the issue of the institutionalization of the SEECP parhamentar

cooperation and the necessity for a complete commitment in a long period of time and

invite the next Chairmanship in Office to keep the continuity in the regular gathering of the

\X orking Group in line xith its mandate;

18. We call upon all the representatives of the SEE (P participating states to contribute

to outline a clear and achie able mission and iision of the ne parliamentary institutional

platform of the South Last Lurope (ooperation Process taking into account the regional
mtcrc ts and priorities, in order to hire the proce s of institutionalizations brought to ii

19 Wt express our appret iation to P r c r d is speaker for tiic.
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